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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today and to be a part of this important.

It is an honor to be here representing DuPont Pioneer, the ag industry and the millions of farmers we work with worldwide to increase global food production and feed a growing planet.
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IOWA:  LAND BETWEEN TWO 
RIVERS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am from Iowa – the land between two rivers.  Growing up in NE Iowa the Mississippi was the river.  

When I lived in Omaha for many years, I looked out my kitchen window onto the Missouri river as it flowed to the Mississippi. One was Mighty and the other Muddy.



E N E R G Y  F O U N D A  3 of 20 

WE ALL LIVE IN A 
WATERSHED 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now I live in central Iowa.  This is my view as I drive to work.  

I live in the Raccoon River Watershed…it flows into the Des Moines River and into the Mississippi.  
It’s important to remember - We all live in a watershed.
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• Pioneering Science 
 

• Partnering 
 

• Creating Value 

Henry Wallace & Norman Borlaug 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I work for DuPont Pioneer.  DuPont is a science company. 

We work collaboratively to find sustainable, innovative, market-driven solutions to solve some of the world’s biggest challenges. 
 
At Pioneer we help the world increase the quantity, quality, safety and sustainability of our food supply.
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Farmers’ Challenge: 
Meeting the Needs of a Growing World 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the biggest agricultural challenges is meeting the food and nutrition needs of a growing world.

One in seven people on Earth goes to bed hungry each night. 

A growing population places increased pressure on people and the environment.
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PRODUCTIVITY HAS INCREASED – DEMAND HAS GROWN FASTER 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Farmers have increased productivity significantly over the years
But demand is growing even faster.

With more than 9 billion people expected by 2050, we must increase production by more than 70 percent to meet demand.
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CROP YIELDS MUST DOUBLE BY 
2050 TO MEET THE DEMAND 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we address global food security, we must focus on sustainable solutions in the truest sense of the word – environmental, social, and economic.

Sustainability has never been as important as it is today.  And that is why we are all here.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is a complex time to be in agriculture – whether you are a farmer, a rancher, a USDA employee or an environmental NGO.

We have limited land and natural resources.

We produce the world’s food under a spotlight – a spotlight of Twitter and YouTube 
People want more information about how their food is produced.
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THERE IS A FIELD OF 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These challenges also provide opportunities for all of us to harness the power of innovation and collaboration.  

We can define what makes agriculture more resilient and preserve our land and waters for the generations to come.

That is why I am excited to be here. 
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WHAT CAN WE DO? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I believe that all these global challenges will require local action and local solutions.  

If we increase sustainability and resilience at the farm-level, we can impact the watershed. 

What is it that we can all do?




SPEAK THE SAME LANGUAGE 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
First, we need to speak a common language – a language easily understood by our farmers, ranchers and consumers.

It is easy to get caught up in the science nutrient management and water hydrology or to preach passionately about the environmental implications of water quality.

But, at the end of the day, that doesn’t put food on the table. 
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FARMERS ARE A CORE AUDIENCE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember that most agricultural land in the US is privately owned.

So farmers are a core audience.

We have to be able to explain how incorporating beneficial management practices will drive value for them. 

The report card will enable us to communicate in ways we aren’t today.
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TOGETHER, WE CAN ACCOMPLISH  
WHAT NO ONE CAN DO ALONE. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No one individual, company, government or organization is going to solve global food security and sustainability alone. It’s going to take all of us, working together.

To improve water quality in our rivers and streams we cannot focus on one sector or one issue.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is an example of working together.

As farmers began to remove excess corn residue from their fields for energy use, NRCS and DuPont came together to ensure we are protecting our soils and our waterways. 

We set standards for sustainably harvesting stover.  And using a shared script, NRCS is working with farmers to build conservation plans then DuPont Pioneer helps implement them.
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DuPont Pioneer Collaborations 
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10 words or 
less 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is just one example of the many projects and networks working to improve nutrient management and water quality across agriculture.
 
Together, private and public organizations have an incredible footprint and trusted relationships throughout rural America and around the globe.  We must keep working together.
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THINK HOLISTICALLY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally, make sure that we don’t separate the pieces from the whole.

Right now ag is supposed to focus on nutrient management and soil health and habitat and biodiversity and pollinator health and water quality and water use and land use and and and….

If we spend time fixing one problem we need to make sure it doesn’t cause a different problem.

Everything is linked together and so are all of us.
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“We are charged with the custody of 

the land as a whole, not with single 

components of water or soil health or 

forests. “   

 

Aldo Leopold 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to close with Aldo Leopold’s land-ethic on the slide:  We are charged with the custody of the land as a whole, not with single components of water or soil health or forests. 

This work will take all of us, working together, toward innovative solutions in order to build a more sustainable and resilient agriculture system that feeds the world and protects our natural resources.

Agriculture is engaged and will continue to be engaged. 

Thank you.
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